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Saturday April 15, 2017 

Station 5, 5081 N Old SR 37 

8:00am-11:00am 

Free Breakfast  

Easter Egg Hunt  

Visit from the Easter Bunny 

ñIt is the vision of the Northern Monroe County Fire Protection Territory to be recognized as a top public service organiza-

tion by ensuring our firefighters are highly trained, motivated, physically fit, compassionate, and diversified in order to exceed 

our citizensô expectations and be responsible stewards for and members of our community.ò 

Upcoming  

Executive Committee  

Meetings 

Wednesdays @ 5:30 p.m. 

Station 5 

April 5, 2017  

 May 3, 2017  

June 7, 2017  

 

Executive Committee Greetings 

The Northern Monroe Fire Territory Executive Committee has been meeting since July 2016.  Weôre learning about the 
territoryôs operations and marking progress on our goals.  Weôre working on securing land and evaluating proposals for a 
new fire station in Washington Township. Weôre keeping watch as the Cityôs proposed annexations unfurl so that we can 
prepare for possible impacts on the Territoryôs budget. 

A year ago, the Bloomington and Washington Township Boards signed an interlocal agreement establishing the Northern 
Monroe County Fire Protection Territory, or better known as Northern Monroe Fire Territory (NMFT). 

Forming a fire territory cooperatively rose to the top as the best strategy for ensuring all residents of Bloomington and 
Washington Townships receive modern, high quality fire and emergency medical services into the future.  Together we 
can do more, for more people, than could be achieved on our own. 

The creation of the Executive Committee was a part of the agreement.  Its purpose is to oversee the Territoryôs activities, 
make recommendations especially on the annual budget, and to liaison with the community.  

The Committee consists of 6 members, 4 voting and 2 non-voting: the Bloomington and Washington Township Trustees, 
representative from each township board, and a citizen representative from each township.   

The Committee holds public meetings monthly on the first Monday at 5:30 pm in Station 5ôs training room. These meet-
ings are open to all community members. Please join us. 

Find more information * www.btfire.org * www.bloomingtontownship.in.gov * washtownship-in.org 



Chiefôs Corner 

 
As you may know the Northern Monroe County Fire Protection 

Territory, or Northern Monroe Fire Territory (NMFT), was 

founded on July 1st of 2016.   

What is a fire territory?   As provided for under Indiana Code 

19-8-19, a fire territory is an entity established when 2 or more 

entities adopt a resolution to establish a territory in order to 

provide fire and emergency services as a single fire department 

for two or more geographically connected political entities.  In 

our case, these entities are Bloomington and Washington 

Townships.  

The Northern Monroe Fire Territory will enable us to provide 

for the sustainability and quality of emergency services for 

Bloomington and Washington Townships. It also means that in 

addition to personnel already stationed at the NMFT headquar-

ters station in Bloomington Township, more first responders 

can be placed in Washington Township.    

The department has already taken the first steps required to 

enhance responses to Washington Township. After conducting 

a thorough application and interview process, we hired 6 new 

firefighters in 2 phases: 1 in February and 1 in March.  In each 

phase, 3 firefighters go through a 4-week training program that 

supplements their pre-hire fire training before being placed on 

shift.     

The Northern Monroe Fire Territory is also working on plans to 

build a new fire station in Washington Township.  We intend to 

locate the new station as centralized as possible in the Town-

ship.  Currently, our goal is to make concrete progress on a 

building this year with a 2018 move in date.   

The next couple of years will be filled with exciting changes 

for the Territory.  Indeed the eyes of Monroe County will be on 

us as we endeavor to grow an entity completely new to our 

County.  We look forward to serving you as the newly estab-

lished Northern Monroe Fire Territory.  

Joel Bomgardner, Fire Chief 

 

Staff Report 

The Firefighters / EMTs of NMFT are excited to continue our 

service to you as we transform the township department into the 

fire territory!  While changes are ahead, many things will re-

main the same.  Most important of which is the level of profes-

sional service you have come to expect. 

As our staffing expands and a new station is constructed, we 

look forward to making our response times shorter.  As fire and 

EMS professionals, the career staff at NMFT complete the ac-

tivities you are familiar with -- fighting fires, responding to car 

wrecks, assisting at medical emergencies, providing mutual and 

automatic aid with neighboring departments, as well as cover-

ing a multi-county area known as District 8 for Hazardous Ma-

terials emergencies.   

When not involved at an incident, other required duties keep us 

prepared for the next emergency.  Those duties include facility 

and equipment maintenance, physical fitness training, and fire 

prevention such building inspections.  When all regularly 

scheduled duties are complete, we keep improving our skills 

with training.   

Training is one area in which NMFT excels.  The NMFT train-

ing facility at Station 5 is the Training Hub  for District 8.  This 

allows us to pass on knowledge as state certified instructors  to 

others from around the area.  Every year our staff log thousands 

of training hours both as students and teachers.    

Our service doesnôt stop when our shift ends and we leave the 

station.  We are involved in many community outreach activi-

ties.  We partner with the volunteer association to assist with the 

annual auction. At Christmas time, we support local schools, 

Operation Clothe a Child, and Shop with a Firefighter.  You 

have probably seen NMFT firefighters holding a boot at the 

local grocery store to collect donations for the Muscular Dystro-

phy Association!    

 

 
Child Safety Seat Program 
¶ Free car seat 

¶ Safety Inspection 

¶ Installation 

¶ Safety Information 

For details, contact Jennifer  (812) 333.2304  

 www.safekids.org 



Ultimately, being a firefighter for NMFT is more than respond-

ing to emergencies.  It is about being a community servant, re-

maining up to date with training and education, being responsi-

ble with the Territoryôs resources, and engaging with the com-

munity.  

We are proud to serve the citizens of the Northern Monroe Fire 

Territory.  Stop by for a visit, and see the good things we are 

doing.  We look forward to meeting you! 

 

NORTHERN MONROE  

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION 

Presidentôs Piece 
It is generally a well-kept secret that a portion of the emergency 

services provided by your local fire department are, in fact, pro-

vided by volunteers.  

While the department has always operated with a small career 

staff that takes care of the day to day operations, most signifi-

cant responses have volunteers performing fire, rescue, medical, 

and hazardous materials services alongside the career staff.  

Giving back to the community is what motivates these men and 

women. Service is the most commonly cited reason for becom-

ing a volunteer firefighter.   

Being a volunteer firefighter is a unique volunteer activity. 

Many hours are committed to training each month. Numerous 

certifications are required for participation, and these must be 

kept up-to-date.    Despite their busy lives, these amazing per-

sonnel find time to respond to emergencies, train several times  

a month, and still perform other community activities  

Prior to the establishment of the Bloomington Township Fire 

Department on January 1, 1971, the volunteer association pro-

vided training for both the career and volunteer staff.  That 

training occurred at Marlin Elementary School throughout 1970 

ensuring a trained staff were ready to respond in 1971.   

Since that time, the volunteer association has provided supple-

mental staffing for emergency incidents.  This ñcombinationò 

approach of both paid and volunteer staff saves taxpayer dol-

lars.  Currently, two of our volunteers are transitioning to career 

positions with the Territory. Already, they are well trained, fa-

miliar with the response area, and are knowledgeable about 

departmental policies and procedures.   

The new Northern Monroe Volunteer Firefighters Association 

is also actively engaged in the community.   Volunteer person-

nel are instrumental in providing fire and life safety education 

to area schools and groups.  We host events such as Breakfast 

with the Bunny and the annual auction.  The benefit auction in 

June raises funds for other non-profit organizations including 

Hoosier Burn Camp, Boys and Girls Club, Project Lifesaver, 

and Riley Hospital Safe Kids.   

All of these services are performed by people who have jobs, go 

to school, or are otherwise engaged in activities in the commu-

nity.  Their dedication is amazing because most emergencies 

donôt come at a convenient time. Volunteers respond at 3am to 

a house fire and still go to work at 8am.  Fire and emergency 

services arenôt for the faint of heart. The personal costs can be 

high. And the reward is beyond measure. 

The members of the Northern Monroe Volunteer Firefighters 

Association are dedicated to making the Northern Monroe 

County Fire Territory a safer and better place to live and work.   

Scott Fleck, President 

TEST YOUR DETECTOR!!!    
If you need assistance, or need a detector call us.   

We can help!    
 

(812) 339-1115 

 
Become a Volunteer  

Firefighter Today! 

§ Be part of something im-

portant in your community 

§ Receive free training 

§ Gain experience for your future 

Stop by Station 5 & pick up an application  

or visit our website www.btfire.org/personnel 



Help Us Find You Easier and Quicker! 

Order your reflective address sign today! 

Call (812)339-1115  

Headquarters, Station 5 

5081 N. Old SR 37 

Bloomington, IN 47408 

PH: (812) 339-1115 

Fax: (812) 339-1120 

Indiana weather 

can change in a   

minute.  Make 

sure your family 

is prepared and 

ready for  

Mother Nature! 

Northern Monroe Fire Territory  

2017 Executive Committee  

Barb Ooley, Chair ïWashington Township Trustee 

Lillian Henegar, Secretary ïBloomington Township Trustee 

Vic Kelson ï Vice Chair, Bloomington Township Board  

Clayton Brickert ïWashington Township Board Member 

Mike Baker ïWashington Township Community Member 

Geoff McKim ïBloomington Township Community Member 
 
 

Administrative Staff 
Joel Bomgardner, Fire Chief 

Lisa Myers, Admin. Operations Director, Bloomington Twp. 

Matt Bright, Deputy Fire Chief, Operations 

David Calvin, Deputy Fire Chief, Administration 

 

https://www.ready.gov/kit 


